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Kind regards,  

 

 

 

Joachim Quoden 

Managing Director  

PRO EUROPE 

Dear readers, 

Welcome to our newly 

revamped spring 2012 PRO 

EUROPE newsletter!  

Thanks to the great 

contributions from our 

members you can, as usual, 

learn about the inspiring 

initiatives by our members in 

the national news section. 

The newsletter also gives you 

an overview of a number of 

important EU developments, 

such as the recent publication 

of the results of the Eunomia 

study, carried out for the 

European Commission, on 

deposits for metal beverage 

cans, and some positive news 

abou t  P RO EUR OPE 

activities.  

Regarding the latter, I was 

particularly pleased to see 

such high participation and 

active discussions at both our 

recent Brussels seminar on 

‘Waste Prevention in Practice’ 

which saw the participation 

of among others William 

Neale, Member of Environment 

Commiss ioner Potocnik ’s 

Cabinet, and at the Bio-

P a c k a g i n g  w o r k s h o p 

organised for our members.  

You can read more about 

these events on pages four  

and five. 

I very much hope that you will 

enjoy reading our newest 

edition.  
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The Commission recently 

published the long awaited 

results of the project, carried 

out by Eunomia, on ‘Options 

and Feasibility of a European 

Refund System for Metal 

Beverage Cans’. The overall 

aim was to assess whether 

lack of harmonisation of 

national packaging collection 

systems in the EU negatively 

impacts environmentally 

sound resource management, 

by analysing six different 

options, including an EU-wide 

deposit refund system for 

metal beverage cans.  

The study showed that the 

costs for setting up such a 

system would significantly 

exceed the environmental 

benefits and that 

“implementing any EU-wide 

measure in response to what is 

essentially a localised problem 

[notably between Denmark 

and Germany] seems 

inappropriate to its scale”. The 

consultants note that the 

background of the problem is 

not linked to waste 

management but it is the 

differential in the excise 

duties which Member States 

apply to alcohol.  

Based on the findings made, 

the consultants recommend 

the Danish Government to 

“continue to seek a solution to 

the bi-lateral problems 

identified with co-operation 

from the German 

Government”.  

PRO EUROPE is in the process 

of drafting a press release 

on the findings, which will be 

circulated to relevant 

stakeholders and published 

on the PRO EUROPE website 

shortly.  

The EUNOMIA study is 

available here.  

that glass from mixed 

municipal waste, health care 

waste and hazardous waste 

should not meet the criteria.  

A vote of the Technical 

Adaptation Committee (under 

the Regulatory Procedure 

with Scrutiny) on the critieria 

is scheduled for 4 May in 

with a view to agree on the 

criteria for glass as well as 

p a p e r  a n d  c o p p e r . 

Subsequently, the European 

Parliament will be notified on 

the measure and if no 

comments are provided, the 

regulation will be adopted 

accordingly.  

The Commission’s Joint 

Research Centre (JRC) has 

made recommendations 

(here) on end of waste 

criteria for glass. These 

criteria only cover glass that 

will be re-melted in glass 

furnaces, and does not 

include the use of glass cullet 

in non-recycl ing, non-

remelting operations. Main 

types of end of waste 

criteria include product 

q ua l i t y  r equ i r emen t s , 

requirements  in input 

materials and treatment 

processes. Among other 

things, the JRC recommends 

The JRC is currently in the 

process of developing 

technical proposals for end 

of waste criteria for 

biodegradable waste, which 

are expected in the second 

half of 2012. It is also 

possible that technical studies 

on waste derived fuel and 

aggregates will start in the 

second quarter of the year. 

PRO EUROPE continues to be 

active on this matter, for 

example by taking part in 

JRC workshops on different 

criteria. 

EU POLICY DEVELOPMENTS  

End of  waste criteria proposed for glass cullet  

Costs of  EU-wide metal can deposit system clearly 
outweigh benefits, according to Eunomia study 

Quote from the JRC’s  

report on end of waste 

criteria for glass 

“THE END OF WASTE 

CRITERIA SHOULD 

PROVIDE A HIGH 

LEVEL OF  

ENVIRONMENTAL 

PROTECTION  

AND AN 

ENVIRONMENTAL 

AND ECONOMIC 

BENEFIT”  

“IMPLEMENTING 

ANY EU-WIDE 

MEASURE IN 

RESPONSE TO WHAT 

IS ESSENTIALLY A 

LOCALISED 

PROBLEM SEEMS 

INAPPROPRIATE TO 

ITS SCALE”. 

Quote from the  Eunomia 

study  

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/packaging/cans/intro.htm
http://ftp.jrc.es/EURdoc/JRC68281.pdf
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In January 2012 the 

Commission launched a new 

study on Implementing EU 

Waste legislation for green 

growth. According to the 

report, ‘Implementing EU 

Waste legislation for green 

growth’ €72 billion could be 

saved annually if EU waste 

leg i s la t io n was  f u l ly 

implemented. 

Bio Intelligence Service (a UK 

consultancy) carried out the 

study (available here) and 

found that 400,000 jobs 

could be created along with 

an increase in the turnover of 

waste management and 

recycling industries by €42bn 

a year. The study also 

argued for an increased role 

f o r  t h e  E u r o p e a n 

Environmental Agency (EEA). 

The conclusions of the study 

will be deliberated and 

analysed by the Commission, 

and should serve as a basis 

for developing the right mix 

of instruments in accordance 

with the Resource Efficiency 

Roadmap and the Thematic 

S t r a t e g y  o n  W a s t e 

Prevention (published in 

2005). 

Another study conducted by 

Bio Intelligence Service was 

released in February this 

y e a r  o n  e s s e n t i a l 

requirements (ER) (as outlined 

in the Packaging and 

Packaging Waste Directive, 

P P W D ) .  T h e  s t u d y ,  

‘Awareness and Exchange of 

Best Practices on the 

I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  a n d 

Enforcement of the Essential 

Requirements for Packaging 

a n d  P a c k a g i n g 

Waste’ (available here) 

follows a survey launched by 

the Commission in 2009, 

which found sizeable gaps 

between Member states and 

industry when it comes to 

implementation of, and 

compliance with, the ER.  

According to the consultants, 

there is a lack of formal 

procedures to enforce and 

implement ER. The study 

outlines several barriers to 

this, as well as potential 

solutions .    

f o r  i m p r o v i n g  t h e 

environmental performance 

of  produc t s  (P roduc t 

Environmental Footprint – 

PEF), and Actions for 

improving the environmental 

performance of organisations 

(Organisation Environmental 

Footprint – OEF).   

The consultation provides the 

opportunity for stakeholders 

to provide comments on the 

possible use of the PEF 

methodology to improve the 

environmental performance 

of products and welcomes 

comments on ways to support 

a  m o r e  s y s t e m a t i c 

assessment, display and 

b e n c h m a r k i n g  o f 

organisations’ environmental 

performance.  

PRO EUROPE is currently 

In 2012 the Commission will 

conduct a revision of the July 

2008 SCP and Sustainable 

Industrial Policy (SIP) Action 

Plan as an important element 

in the EU’s flagship initiative 

on resource efficiency.  

The Commission is currently 

carrying out a public 

consultation on “Delivering 

more sustainable consumption 

and production”, which will 

run until 3 April 2012. The 

consultation should provide 

input to the SCP action plan 

revision and focuses on 

implementation of SCP 

actions.  

The consultation requests 

feedback on one or several 

policy areas: SCP and SIP 

policies, Green Public 

Procurement (GPP), Actions 

Update on recent key Commission reports 

Commission consultation on Sustainable Consumption 
and Production 

Quote from the Commission's 

Communication on the 

Sustainable Consumption and 

Production and Sustainable 

Industrial Policy Action Plan 

Action Plan  

drafting its contribution to the 

consultation, drawing on input 

from its members.  

The consultation document 

can be visited here.  

“THE NEED TO 

MOVE TOWARDS 

MORE 

SUSTAINABLE 

PATTERNS OF 

CONSUMPTION 

AND PRODUCTION 

IS MORE PRESSING 

THAN EVER.”  

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/studies/pdf/study%2012%20FINAL%20REPORT.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/yourvoice/ipm/forms/dispatch?form=moreSCPvf
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Attendance was high at PRO 

EUROPE’s Waste Prevention 

Seminar held Thursday 1 

M a r c h  i n  B r u s s e l s . 

Introductory remarks were 

given by the President of 

PRO EUROPE, Luis Martins. 

The high level speakers 

i n c l u d e d  C o m m i s s i o n 

representat ive Will iam 

N e a l e ,  ( m e m b e r  o f 

Environment Commissioner 

Potocnik’s Cabinet). Neale 

gave  a n  i n t e r e s t i ng 

presentation on waste 

prevention policy – stressing 

that economic instruments are 

effective but need to be used 

in combination with other 

tools. Following Mr. Neale, 

s e v e r a l  i n d u s t r y 

r ep re s e n t a t i ve s  ga ve 

informative presentations, 

followed by PRO EUROPE 

member representatives 

whom outlined measures they 

are taking in the field of 

prevention.  

‘Overpackaging, a myth or 

reality?’ and ‘Telling 

consumers about packaging’ 

were the themes of the 

afternoon session’s two 

panel debates. Among the 

panel i s ts  were Jane 

Bickerstaffe, Director of 

Incpen and JP Hannequart, 

PRO EUROPE NEWS  

PRO EUROPE in fruitful discussion on 
waste and recycling at the EEA 

of the EU action plan on SCP 

and various EU waste 

directives. 

The meeting provided a 

good opportunity to discuss 

challenges and opportunities 

that lay ahead in Europe 

when it comes to waste issues 

and the various activities in 

the fields of SCP, resources 

and waste that the EEA work 

programme, presented in 

early January, includes. 

Among other things, PRO 

EUROPE welcomed the EEA’s 

intentions in the field of SCP, 

resource efficiency and 

waste, such as supporting the 

implementation of the 

Roadmap to a Resource 

Efficient Europe, continuing to 

analyse the contribution of 

the waste hierarchy to 

resource efficiency and a 

greener economy and its 

work in the field of 

d e v e l o p i n g  w a s t e 

management indicators. PRO 

EUROPE also provided 

i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  i t s 

longstanding experience 

related to packaging waste 

and resource management 

and the work of its members.  

In early February, Joachim 

Quoden, managing director 

of PRO EUROPE, and Johan 

Goossens, Director Business 

and Marketing at Fost Plus, 

met with Lars Mortensen, 

head of the European 

Environment Agency’s (EEA) 

Sustainable Consumption and 

Production (SCP) and waste 

group and project manager 

Almut Reichel (SCP) in 

Copenhagen. Mortensen 

heads the group since 2006 

and his wide ranging tasks 

include providing analytical 

inputs to the Commission’s 

‘Roadmap to a Resource 

Efficient Europe’, the review 

PRO EUROPE Waste Prevention Seminar  

Luis Martins, President of PRO 

EUROPE  

William Neale, 

Member of the 

C a b i n e t  o f 

C o m m i s s i o n e r 

Janez Potocnik, 

Director of ACR+. PRO 

E U R O P E ’ s  M a n a g i n g 

Director, Joachim Quoden, 

provided the concluding 

remarks of the seminar, 

stressing that while it is a 

good sign that seminar 

participants agree on the 

direction in which we should 

move, there are different 

priorities and ideas on how 

to get there. He also 

stressed that enforcement is 

key.  

Quote from the EEA’s Annual 

Management Plan 2012 

“THE EEA VISION IS TO 

BECOME RECOGNISED 

AS THE WORLD’S 

LEADING BODY FOR 

THE PROVISION OF 

TIMELY, RELEVANT AND 

ACCESSIBLE EUROPEAN 

ENVIRONMENTAL 

DATA, INFORMATION, 

KNOWLEDGE AND 

ASSESSMENTS.” 
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In early 2012 PRO EUROPE 

circulated its position paper 

on competition, calling for the 

clarification of market rules in 

t h e  p a c k a g i n g  a n d 

p a c k a g i n g  w a s t e 

management sector.  

To be published on the PRO 

EUROPE website, the paper 

made recommendations for 

the successful collection and 

recycling of household waste 

packaging .  

This paper will be made 

public and circulated to 

ex te r na l  s takeho lder s 

following the publication of a 

Commis s io n s t udy  on 

Economic Instruments and 

W a s t e  M a n a g e m e n t 

Performances- which will be 

publicised in late March.  

In addition, PRO EUROPE is 

currently drafting a paper on 

marine litter to be circulated 

to the Commission and 

relevant stakeholders.  

This is particularly relevant 

considering that marine litter 

is increasingly high on the 

Commission’s agenda- as 

seen with the EU’s Marine 

S t r a t e g y  F r a m e w o r k 

Directive (MSFD). The draft 

paper is currently being 

circulated for approval and 

should be published shortly. 

applications). An Vossen, 

from EPRO, explained the 

recyc labi l i ty  and the 

compatibil ity of those 

materials with traditional 

plastics. OWS focused on the 

compostability process and 

the tests related. Finally, 

Coca-Cola explained their 

approach to produce their 

new bottle in biobased PET.  

During the second session, 

introduced with the position 

of PRO EUROPE on the topic, 

different members explained 

the ongoing studies and 

p r o j e c t s  r e l a t e d  t o 

On 2 March PRO EUROPE 

organised a workshop on 

biopackaging. Following the 

previous biopackaging 

workshop in 2008, it was a 

useful update of the topic. 

During the first session, 

external speakers gave an 

overview of the situation: 

European Bioplastics gave 

the market situation and the 

different trends in sales. Then 

Professor P. Ragaert, from 

the UGent Univers ity, 

sketched the landscape of 

the different biomaterials 

( s o u r c e ,  p r o p e r t y , 

bioplastics. We heard about  

the recyc labi l i ty  and 

compostability tests of 

Ecoembes, the impacts of 

bioplastics on the Italian 

recycling streams, the new 

green dot fee structure of 

France and the scientific 

study followed by Slopak.  

All the presentations are 

available on the close-user 

group part of the PRO 

EUROPE website. 

Update on PRO EUROPE position papers 

Bio-Packaging Workshop 

Participants at the  

Bio-packaging Srminar  

Mercedes Gómez . Ecoembes 

Quote from PRO EUROPE’s 

position paper on competition  

“IT HAS BEEN PRO 

EUROPE’S LONG-HELD 

BELIEF THAT THE 

OPTIMUM SYSTEM TO 

ACHIEVE THE HIGHEST 

POSSIBLE RECYCLING 

RATES FOR HOUSEHOLD 

PACKAGING WASTE IS 

BASED ON A SINGLE, 

INDEPENDENT 

COMPLIANCE SCHEME.” 
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In practical terms, this support 

has involved donating such 

items as computers,  desks, 

chairs, dossiers, exercise 

books and school kits for all 

levels, including Portuguese, 

English and French dictionar-

ies and grammar books.  

All that was needed for this 

project to be a success was 

for people to separate used 

glass packaging. SPV donat-

ed one euro towards study 

rooms for each tonne of glass 

sent for recycling in 2011. 

The first 25 rooms have al-

ready been set up in order 

to provide better conditions 

for hundreds of children to 

study. The project was under-

taken in partnership with 

Entrajuda and SIC Esperança, 

who selected and followed 

up the private charities with 

the study rooms to be 

assisted. Thanks to the Portu-

guese people, the initial num-

bers were surpassed and 

SPV will be able to build at 

least 4 more study rooms that 

will soon be equipped as 

well. 

PRO EUROPE is continuing to 

make its voice heard at EU 

level concerning Hungary’s 

new Environmental Product 

Charge Law (HEPCL), which 

introduces a new packaging 

tax and sets up a new state 

run Waste Management 

Agency.  

In February, PRO EUROPE 

sent a second letter of 

complaint to the Commission 

(a first letter was sent in July 

2011). The letter provides an 

ou t l i ne  o f  impo r tan t 

cons iderat ions on the 

violation of notification rules 

that have taken place in 

relation to the HEPCL and 

related acts. The answer 

from the Commission is still 

pending.  

On the same theme, PRO 

EUROPE was also one of the 

signatories to a recent letter 

to the European Commission’s 

Secretary General Catherine 

Day, which called for the 

Commis s io n to  beg in 

infringement procedures 

against Hungary over the 

HEPCL. The letter, signed by 

eleven industry organisations 

in the food, drink, packaging, 

tyre and e-waste sectors, 

called for action against 

Hungary’s discriminatory 

practices, arguing it is not 

complying with EU waste 

legislation. It also expresses 

concern regarding the fate 

of Hungary's exist ing 

packaging recovery scheme 

(and PRO EUROPE member) 

ÖKO-Pannon in the face of a 

new Nat iona l  Was te 

Management Agency. 

PONTO VERDE NEWS 

PRO EUROPE continues active engagement at EU level 
on Hungarian Product Charge Law 

As part of the Recycling is 

Giving and Receiving cam-

paign, the 25 private chari-

ties selected to receive assis-

tance in building or improv-

ing study rooms have al-

ready been equipped so that 

they can help more than 950 

children from disadvantaged 

families with their education.  

Glass recycling builds 25 study rooms for children from 
disadvantaged families 
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Sociedade Ponto Verde meets the targets set in its 
licence, having sent more than 711,000 tonnes of  
packaging waste for recycling 

Sociedade Ponto Verde 

(SPV) sent more than 

711,000 tonnes of 

packaging waste for 

recycling in 2011. In the year 

in which it commemorated its 

15th anniversary, the quantity 

of used packaging sent for 

recycling grew once again 

and was 6% higher than in 

2010.    

Paper and cardboard, wood, 

and plastic and metal 

exceeded the specific targets 

set in the licence. In absolute 

terms, paper and cardboard 

were recycled most in 

Portugal (321,040 tonnes), 

followed by glass (217,159 

tonnes).  73,773 tonnes of 

plastic (+13%), 50,313 

tonnes of metal (steel and 

aluminium) (+8%), 6,380 

tonnes of beverage cartons 

(+5%) and 42,538 tonnes of 

wood (+6%) were taken 

back. 

In 2012 SPV wants to 

continue the good results 

achieved in the last 15 years 

without slowing down the 

growth in recycling. It is 

counting on all its partners to 

work towards a society 

where recycling plays a 

decisive role.  

In order to achieve its goals, 

SPV suggested a target of 

70% for household 

packaging waste in the 

specifications submitted to 

Agência Portuguesa do 

Ambiente in July 2011.  

For several years, Fost Plus 

has organised trainings on 

waste management for 

children in primary and 

secondary schools. These 

trainings are part of a 

strategy to promote sorting 

to the youngest ones. Fost 

P l u s  a l s o  r e c e n t l y 

programmed  an animation 

for toddlers with the story 

about ‘Dirty land’. This 

animation shows waste 

problems to children from 2 

½ to five years old and how 

they have to look for 

solutions together. 

The animation is the story of 

‘Dirty land’, once a beautiful 

and clean country, until the 

people became lazy and 

started to throw their waste 

on the floor. The trees and 

the animals of ‘Dirty land’ 

became so angry about the 

litter that they asked the king 

to do something about it. The 

king decided to send his 

princes and princesses to the 

schools to look for solutions.  

After this introduction the 

game on waste sorting starts 

with the task for the children 

to make ‘Dirty land’ clean 

again. An interactive movie 

shows how to decrease waste 

at school and how peculiar 

waste recycling is. Finally, the 

king thanks them for having 

cleaned his country.  

You  can  f i nd  more 

information about the project 

through following link: http://

www.fostplus.be/Teachers/

Pages/Viesvuilland.aspx 

FOST PLUS NEWS 

Toddlers also know how to sort / The sorting toddlers 

http://www.fostplus.be/Teachers/Pages/Viesvuilland.aspx
http://www.fostplus.be/Teachers/Pages/Viesvuilland.aspx
http://www.fostplus.be/Teachers/Pages/Viesvuilland.aspx
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Fost Plus invites the Belgian 

intermunicipal authorities to 

engage in a voluntary 

initiative of improving the 

quality of the PMD (PMD 

packaging includes plastic 

bottles and flasks, metal 

packaging and drinks 

cartons) and glass collecting; 

On a Saturday afternoon, 
more than 200 people in 
formal evening dress 
suddenly assembled at St. 
Stephen’s Square in the heart 
of Vienna, formed a line of 
couples and started a 
polonaise walk. On their way 
through the city center, the 
flash mob caused quite a stir, 
briefly blocking roads and 
stopping traffic. The event 
was directed by the leading 
Austrian etiquette teacher 
and dance instructor Thomas 
Schäfer-Elmayer. Motto of 
ARA’s flash mob: “Recycling 
is a matter of good taste”.  
 
Many spectators followed 
the flash mob to the 

Heldenplatz square, where 
they witnessed an unusual 
dance performance: just 
when his students arrived, 
Maestro Schäfer-Elmayer 
took the stage next to a row 
of recycling bins and gave 
his magic command. Only this 
time, it was not the 
traditional ballroom phrase, 
“Alles Walzer” (“everyone 
waltz”), but “Alles 
trennt” (“everyone separate 
your waste”).  
 
There was dancing, too, amid 
the cheering crowd, the flash 
mob performed an 
impeccable Viennese waltz 
to the music of Johann 

the project ‘Quality 15-15’.  

This project encourages the 
intermunicipal authorities to 
decrease residues in the 

collected PMD below 15 % 
and to reach a percentage 
below 15 % of dirty bottle 
bank sites.  More than  a 
hundred representatives of 
the intermunicipal authorities 
attended the meetings 
organised at the beginning 
of this year by Fost Plus to 
initiate the project. It was a 
first opportunity to share 
good practices of those who 
already achieved  good 
results. The intermunicipal 
authorities who accept the 
challenge will be guided by 

Fost Plus in their improvement 
initiative. A balance will be 
made at the end of 2012 
and the inter-municipal 
authorities that demonstrated 
progress will have their 
initiatives put forward.  
 

This type of initiative, based 

on the voluntary engagement 

and the exchange of good 

practices is fully in line with 

the dynamism of public-

p r i v a t e  p a r t n e r s h i p 

advocated by Fost Plus; 

dynamism which is without a 

doubt one of the keys of the 

success of the Belgian model. 

ARA NEWS 

Belgium: Start of Program ‘Quality 15-15’ 

Recycling flash mob in Vienna 
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ARA Lecture: The future of resource extraction 

The 9th ARA Lecture will 
feature the internationally 
renowned geoscientist 
Friedrich-Wilhelm Wellmer, 
who will give a presentation 
on the future of resource 
extraction on 18 June 2012. 
 
Resource management has 
many unresolved questions. 
For instance, how can we 
extract non-renewable 
resources without jeopardising 
the ability of future 
generations to meet their 
needs? And how can resource 
extraction industries balance 
ambitious economic, 
environmental and social 
goals? Professor Wellmer’s 
presentation will provide 
potential solutions to these 
questions.  

 
Friedrich-Wilhelm Wellmer 
served as president of the 
Federal Institute for 
Geosciences and Natural 
Resources in Hannover 
(Germany) and as president 
of the Lower Saxony 
Geological Survey, which is 
today part of the State 
Authority for Mining, Energy 
and Geology. Wellmer is 
honorary professor for raw 
materials policy and 
economic geology at the 
Technische Universität Berlin.  
 
He was awarded an 
honorary doctorate from the 
TU Bergakademie Freiberg 
and the Clausthal University 
of Technology, and he has 
received numerous other 

awards, like the Agricola 
Medal of the German 
Society for Mining, 
Metallurgy, Resource and 
Environmental Technology. 
 
ARA Lectures are hosted by 
ARA in cooperation with the 
Vienna University of 
Technology’s Center for 
Sustainable Technology. The 
lectures serve as a platform 
for sharing information and 
inspiration as well as for 
networking with eminent 
international experts in the 
field of resource 
management and sustainable 
development. 
 
A live stream of the event will 
be available on 18 June 
2012 from 6 p.m. at 
www.aralectures.at. 

Strauss’s Blue Danube Waltz. 
Then they used the 
designated recycling bins to 
gracefully dispose of the 
bottles and cans they had 

brought. The dancing couples 
were joined by taxi drivers, 
horse carriage drivers and a 
few passers-by, which made 
for a spectacular event.  

 
A video of the flash mob is 
available at 
www.youtube.com/user/
arasocial  

http://www.youtube.com/user/arasocial
http://www.youtube.com/user/arasocial
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There are four steps to win in 

e nv i r o nme n ta l  impac t 

prevention in the packaging 

chain; open innovation, 

intended as involvement of 

all supply chain players 

(from raw material suppliers 

to consumers), LCA for the 

identification of the most 

appropriate solutions, web-

based platforms for real-

time information exchange, 

a n d  c o l l a b o r a t i v e 

governance as a vital 

element of strategies 

including all players involved. 

They are making their way in 

s o - c a l l e d  ’ e m e r g i n g ’ 

prevention policies Therefore 

prevention and innovation 

must be introduced as system 

paradigms, and the players 

of the chain must work 

together in an integrated 

way. 

These are the vital features 
of ’emerging‘ prevention 
policies presented in the 
research which CONAI 
commissioned from the Cresv 
- Centre  for Research on 
Sustainability of the Bocconi 
University. 

The study involved eleven 

count r ie s  and twenty 

companies, and its results 

provide a mapping of  the 

main features of the 

preventive strategies focused 

on packaging and packaging 

waste establishing themselves 

on a global scale.   

Drawn from this research is 

the new CONAI LCA Eco 

tool; the simplified analysis 

of packaging environmental 

impact, enabling Consortium 

CONAI Member companies 

intending to participate in 

the Prevention Dossier to 

evaluate the eco-efficiency 

of their packaging through a 

comparison, in terms of 

env i ronmenta l  impact 

( reduct ion in carbon 

e m i s s i o n s ,  e n e r g y 

consumption and water), 

between the versions before 

and after the adopted 

intervention.   

 

campaign included the TV 

campaign already broadcast 

in December 2010 and April 

2011.This along with   the 

radio campaign broadcasted 

in  April 2011, and a new 

Web campaign via pops-up, 

social networks, videos and a 

In order to remind the French 

people to reach 75 % 

recycling of household 

packaging, Eco-Emballages 

has launched another broad 

i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d 

communication campaign for 

a full month (Dec. 2011). The 

d e d i c a t e d  w e b s i t e 

www.faiteslebien.fr (“do it 

right”) and a sorting guide 

mobile phone application. 

The whole campaign was 

supported by a free hotline 

which has already been 

active for a year.  

CONAI NEWS 

ECO-EMBALLAGES NEWS 

Prevention and innovation for sustainable economy: 

prevention drivers and wins in four steps  

Eco-Emballages nationwide campaign  

KEY FIGURES  

Good level of impact(76%)  

Clear message about the recycling chain and the key role of the consumer-citizen (88%)  

High level of agreement (87%). They like the messages (informative, inciting and increased in value for the inhabitant sorter). 

Through this campaign, people think Eco-Emballages is a company committed to sorting and recycling  90%  

More than 270 100 visits on the websites (www.faitselebien.fr & www.ecoemballages.fr  

1 150 000 views of the video on youtube 

56 000 downloads for « Good sorting Guide » Mobile phone application 

More than 1 700 calls on the free phone number 

http://www.faiteslebien.fr
http://www.faitselebien.fr
http://www.ecoemballages.fr
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company in the technical 

working group of PRO 

EUROPE and collaborated in 

the preparation of the Green 

Dot rates. He has conducted 

studies on the technical 

improvement and treatment 

of waste selection plants 

engineer ing,  and has 

developed strategies on 

market recycling, amongst 

other activities. 

Oscar Martin´s professional 

career has been linked to 

waste management. He holds 

a Bachelor’s degree in 

biological sciences from the 

Autonomous University of 

Madrid and has holds a 

Master’s degree in Business 

Administration, along with a 

M a s t e r ´ s  d e g r e e  i n 

environmental issues. 

Oscar Martin Riva is the new 

CEO of Ecoembes, non-profit 

organisation responsible for 

the management  and 

r e cy c l i ng  o f  paper -

cardboard packaging and 

light weight packaging in 

Spain, a replacement of 

Melchor Ordóñez, who 

leaves the company on 

retirement. 

Martin Riva comes to the 

position after a long career 

in Ecoembes. Up until now, 

the new General Director 

had worked in Ecoembes as 

Director of materials and 

treatments. 

Since he joined Ecoembes in 

1998 he has taken an active 

role in the negotiation of 

agreements with public 

bodies, has represented the 

ECOEMBES NEWS 

Oscar Martin Riva is the new CEO of Ecoembes 

Oscar Martin Riva is the new CEO of Ecoembes 
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The National event “Let’s 

clean Bulgaria” will take 

place on 12 May 2012. This 

initiative was launched last 

year by the biggest national 

television – bTV and has 

become the largest public 

project uniting the efforts of 

the media, citizens, businesses 

and institutions for cleaner 

cities and the  protection of 

nature.   

Based on last years’ 

experience, for 2012 the 

campaign is boosted with the 

initiative "Pure knowledge”. It 

will include a series of events 

across the country; for 

providing information on 

environmental protection, 

separate collection and 

sav i ng  o f  re sour ce s . 

ECOPACK Bulgaria will be 

involved through different 

initiatives: the 3D Green Eco-

b u s ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n 

packaging waste and 

recycling, etc.  

On the day of the event, 12 

May 2012, ECOPACK will be 

involved with the provision of 

logistics and supplies for the 

volunteers.  

In 2011 for the first time 

many people were united by 

a positive idea and showed 

their need to be active 

citizens who care for a more 

clean and green environment. 

It is essential to keep the 

momentum and we hope that 

in the future the motto will 

be come  “ Le t ’ s  c l ean 

Bulgaria” not just for one 

day, but every day! 

environment. In cooperation 

with the experts from the 

Czech Republic – Ing. Marie 

Tichá and Mr. Bohumil Černík, 

ENVI-PAK worked out an 

inventory analysis of the 

impact of separate collection 

of paper, plastic and glass 

on the environment. 

The objective of this study 

was to describe and 

calculate indicative 

Waste sorting and recycling 

are generally considered 

environmently friendly 

activities and one of the main 

steps to sustainable 

development. ENVI-PAK, as 

the first and only in Slovakia, 

calculated the effects of 

collection and recycling of 

packaging waste from the 

citizens of Slovak 

municipalities on the 

environmental impacts 

associated with the collection, 

recovery and recycling of 

paper, plastic and glass from 

household waste to the phase 

of replacement of primary 

raw materials. 

Based on the collected data 

and calculations the following 

results for the year 2011 

have been achieved via the 

ECOPACK NEWS 

ENVI-PAK NEWS 

ECOPACK joins as a key partner in the Bulgarian initiative; 

“World Clean-up 2012: Let's clean the world together!”  

Mapping of the life cycle of packaging that became waste 
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separate waste collection, 

transport, secondary sorting, 

recovery and recycling by 

the authorized organization 

ENVI-PAK: 

All partners involved in the 

system of the authorised 

organisation ENVI-PAK 

significantly contribute to 

reducing the production of 

GREEN DOT CYPRUS NEWS 

Impact   Paper Plastics Glass 

Global 
warming 

kg CO2 eq. - 27 224 090,18 - 11 638 863,44 - 6 731 348,00 - 8 853 878,73 

Energy 
savings 

MJ - 450 804 298,53 - 189 670 367,18 - 140 527 565,02 - 120 606 366,33 

Green Art – Turning useless to useful and creating art!  

Art made from recycled 
materials 

global emissions and 

environmental protection. 

 

 

Recycling is not merely a 

process which recovers 

materials in order to create 

new products. It is and it can 

be, so much more! Things that 

were previously considered 

old and useless can be used 

by  a r t i s t s  who  a re 

mesmerised by the idea of 

transformation and be given 

totally new potentials.   

A perfect example of such an 

artist is Aggelo Evagelou who 

turns recycling into art and as 

she said; “it is a bet that I 

make with myself from time 

to time, to create art out of 

something ’useless’, we 

consume so much more that 

we actually need.. it is about 

time to utilise our reality in a 

different way!”. Aggelo’s 

thoughts are expressed 

through her new exhibition 

‘ReArtcycle’ that will take 

place in March 2012,  where 

she will present a new series 

of pieces that she created out 

of old phonebooks. 

Green Dot Cyprus embraces 

this exhibition along with 

three of its associate paper 

recycling companies by 

sponsoring the event along 

with delivering a series of 

interesting lectures that look 

at recycling from various 

interesting angles (recycling 

in the waste industry, in 

architecture, in politics, in 

media, in psychology).  
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One of the biggest festivities 

in Cyprus during the last 

Christmas Season was the 

creation of the biggest 

Christmas tree in the world 

made  o f  r e cy c lab l e 

materials, an initiative of 

Green Dot Cyprus. The tree 

stood 20 meters high and for 

its decoration more than 

16,000 packages were used! 

The result was impressive and 

it was up for over month 

adorning the Europe Square 

in Larnaka. 

The first time Green Dot 

Cyprus created a Christmas 

tree out of recyclable 

materials was in 2009 and 

that effort resulted in a tree 

that stood 12 metres high.  

Green Dot Cyprus organised 

many events to celebrate the 

tree during the Christmas 

Season. On the 3rd of 

December 2011 people had 

the opportunity to see the 

very last preparations 

before its completion, while 

on the 23rd of the same 

month Green Santa was in 

the beach promenade 

around the tree giving sweets 

and presents to children. On 

the evening of the 30 

December, we organised a 

music party in the square 

around the tree with snacks 

and mulled wine.  Besides the 

events, Green Dot Cyprus 

launched two competitions 

related with the tree and the 

winners were awarded with 

various gadgets.  

The Biggest Tree made of  Recyclable Materials!  

Everyone has to contribute when 

it comes to recycling mixed 

plastics. 

tunity to sort and deliver their 
used plastic packaging 
through municipal systems, 
says Managing Director of 
Green Dot Norway, Jaana 
Røine. 

One study documents that 

there is an environmental 

saving of 2.7 kg of CO2 for 

every kg of plastic returned. 

Green Dot Norway’s figures 

show that the volume of plas-

tic separated for use in new 

plastic products has in-

creased considerably, from 

58 % to 80 % of the plastic 

packaging that is returned 

for recycling. This means we 

have nearly doubled the 

2011 was a record year for 
recycling of mixed plastic 
packaging in Norway. Plas-
tic collection has increased 
by 60 percent over three 
years, and more of the col-
lected plastic can be recy-
cled.  
 
26, 750 tonnes of mixed 
plastic packaging were col-
lected from Norwegian 
households in 2011.  
It is great that a growing 
number of municipalities col-
lect plastic packaging from 
their residents and by doing 
so, are contributing to a bet-
ter environment. By the end 
of 2011 almost 85 % of 
Norwegians had the oppor-

GRØNT PUNKT NEWS 
New mixed plastics recycling record 

environmental benefits we 

get from recycling plastic in 

the last three years, says 

Røine. 
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DSD created a new iPhone 
App, the “RecyclingScanner”. 
The main part of this App is a 
scanner, which offers the 
consumer the possibility to 
scan the EAN-Code of 
products and to get 
information regarding the 
packaging and the best way 
to dispose of it in a 
responsible manner. As a 
special feature the App 
calculates the CO2-savings 
which can be generated by 
the correct disposal and 
recycling of the packaging. 
Additionally the consumer 
gets information regarding 
different recycling issues at 

the Info-Centre. 

For participating in our App 
our customers only have to 
provide us with some data 

by interface, so it is a very 
attractive add-on to DSD´s 
main services. Our first 
partner was Kimberly Clark 
with their brands and we 
have already acquired a 
few more customers to 
participate in our App as 

well.  

We started with the App in 
February with a main version, 
which will be extended by 
features like GPS-search of 
glass disposal stations during 
2012. In a couple of months 
we are also planning an 

Android-based solution. 

The positive feedback of our 

customers shows that we 

created a useful add-on. If 

you are interested in learning 

more about this, don´t 

hesitate to contact Heidi 

Liebe of DSD! You can find 

our App here: 

ht tp://itunes .apple.com/

app/recyc l i ng - scanner/

id496421536?mt=8  

resources in an economical 
and intelligent manner has a 
long-term future. This is 
especially applicable for a 
country like Germany, which 
is short on natural resources 
and increasingly dependent 
on a reliable supply of raw 
materials. 

Der  Grüne  Punkt  i s 

continuously working on the 

improvement of our services 

and processes. The vision: 

k e e p i n g  e v e n  m o r e 

recyclables in closed loop 

systems – no raw material 

must be wasted, the impact 

on the climate and the 

natural environment has to be 

minimised. To make sure that 

this vision is translated into 

“ C o r p o r a t e  M i s s i o n : 
Responsibility. Focus on 
more Sustainability in 
2010/2011” – this is the 
title of a new brochure 
published by Der Grüne 

Punkt. 

This publication spotlights 

facts and figures on 

sustainability, and selected 

projects relating to this issue. 

CEO Stefan Schreiter 

explains his vision of an even 

more sustainability-driven 

company.  

A shortage of resources, 
c l i m a t e  c ha nge  a nd 
environmental pollution are 
having an ever greater 
influence on the markets: only 
a business model which treats 

pract ical  real i ty ,  the 

company has set up a new 

“Sustainability” Division in 

2011, reporting directly to 

CEO Stefan Schreiter.  

Operat ional pr ior it ies , 
ongoing projects and our 
environmental performance 
for 2010/2011: these are 
the topics of the new 
brochure. An update will be 
available in the summer of 

2012. 

Download of the English 
language version: http://
www.gruener-punkt.de/en/
corporate/view/art ic le/
b r o c h u r e - o n -

sustainability.html 

DSD NEWS 

DSD Germany: Brochure on Sustainability 

New at the Appstore: The Green Dot iPhone App “Der 

Grüne Punkt RecyclingScanner“  

http://itunes.apple.com/app/recycling-scanner/id496421536?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/app/recycling-scanner/id496421536?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/app/recycling-scanner/id496421536?mt=8
http://www.gruener-punkt.de/en/corporate/view/article/brochure-on-sustainability.html
http://www.gruener-punkt.de/en/corporate/view/article/brochure-on-sustainability.html
http://www.gruener-punkt.de/en/corporate/view/article/brochure-on-sustainability.html
http://www.gruener-punkt.de/en/corporate/view/article/brochure-on-sustainability.html
http://www.gruener-punkt.de/en/corporate/view/article/brochure-on-sustainability.html
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Thanks to the selective 

collection and recovery of 

3 2 3 , 0 0 0  t o n n e s  o f 

packaging waste, the ÖKO-

Pannon non-profit ltd. 

achieved a 61% rate of 

recycling last year. By 

achieving this result, ÖKO-

Pannon not only met the 

env i ronmenta l  ta rge t s 

imposed by the EU guidelines 

for 2011, but has also 

a l ready fu lf i l led t he 

requirements prescribed for 

2012.  

During last year, 3000 

contractual partners of ÖKO-

Pannon emit ted some 

5 2 2 , 0 0 0  t o n n e s  o f 

packaging, out of which more 

than 57% was recycled and 

thus the obligatory rate of 

recycling was exceeded. By 

the end of 2011 the number 

of residents involved in the 

system for selective collection 

of household waste was 6 

million, while the amount of 

the selectively collected 

household packaging waste 

was 58,000 tonnes.  

In accordance with the Act on 

env i ronmenta l  produc t 

charge, which came into 

force on 1 January 2012, the 

state nationalised the 

operation of the system for 

collection, recovery and 

recycling of recyclable 

waste. According to the new 

legislation, the system for 

waste recovery and recycling 

based on the producer’s 

responsibility was ceased.  

As a consequence, the most 

important aspect of the legal 

change is represented by the 

fact that it is no longer 

possible to achieve the 

obligatory recycling rates 

prescribed to recyclable 

waste via joining the system 

o f  a  c o o r d i n a t i n g 

organisation. 

 

to the public  as well as  to 
specific audiences -  such as 
municipalities and their 
i nhab i ta n t s ,   wa s te 
management companies , 
media and students. 
We would like to achieve 
the following aims: 

 i n c r e a s e  

e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
awarenessa 

 activate the local 

government staff and 

“Recycle waste – it pays 
back!” –is a three years’ 
information and education 
project promoting the selective 
collection of packaging waste 
created and realised by 
R e k o p o l  R e c o v e r y 
Organization S.A. - funded by 
the National Fund for 
Environmental Protection and 
Water Management. 
The aim of this project is to 
disseminate information and 
education activities  directed 

local activists 

 disseminate knowledge 

on waste segregation 

 prepare the local 

government to fulfill 
the new responsibilities 
imposed by legislator  
- including in the field 
of education . 

 
As a result of these activities, 
the level of separate 
collection of packaging waste 
in Poland will increase. 

61% rate of  recycling within the system of  ÖKO-
Pannon    

Recycle waste – it pays back! 

REKOPOL NEWS 

ÖKO-Pannon news 
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 government to fulfill 

t h e  n e w 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s 

imposed by legislator  

- including in the field 

of education . 

As a result of these activities, 

the level of separate 

collection of packaging 

waste in Poland will increase. 

This is the first time when The 

R e k o p o l  R e c o v e r y 

Organization S.A is able to 

use state funds for such a 

comprehensive and wide 

program. The total project 

budget is: 2 133 130 PLN 

(i.e. more than 510 000 

EUR).  

published in the program for 

gove r nmen t  t o  a l t e r 

operation of the waste 

collection market for 1.6 

million tonnes of household 

waste, by introducing 

competitive tendering. The 

estimated value of the 

household waste market is 

between €300 – 400 million 

per annum.  

The Irish Waste Management 

Associat ion ( IWMA) a 

representative body for the 

private waste operators 

made a submission to the 

Department on the 1st of 

September.  

Whilst no decision or outcome 

has been announced yet on 

the altering of the household 

waste collection market, it is 

Repak’s belief that this 

market will remain in private 

operator’s hands. Mr. Phil 

Hogan T.D. Minister for the 

Environment, Community and 

Local Government published 

a consultation paper on June 

1st 2011 seeking submissions 

on the possibility of 

introducing competit ive 

tendering by the respective 

municipalities for the local 

household waste collection 

m a r k e t .  T h e  r e v i e w 

investigated a position 

According to this paper, with 

the withdrawal of many local 

authorities from this market 

there are currently an 

estimated 60 Private waste 

companies operating in the 

household waste collection 

market in the Republic of 

Ireland with many operating 

in this area for over 10 

years. It is estimated that 

97% of household waste is 

now in the hands of private 

operators with the unlike 

hood of local authorities ever 

taking back this business due 

to the high cost that would 

have to be incurred to do so.   

 

The Restructuring of Household Waste Collection Markets in 
Ireland 

REPAK NEWS 

http://pl.pons.eu/angielski-polski/comprehensive
http://www.ibec.ie/Sectors/IWMA/IWMA.nsf/vPages/Publications~IWMA_Submissions~reorganising-household-waste-collection-02-09-2011/$file/IWMA%20Competitive%20Tendering%20Submission%20Sept%202011.pdf
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2011 was the second year of 

implementing legal solutions 

in packaging waste, and 

construction of the primary 

selection and fulfillment of 

n a t i o n a l  o b j e c t i v e s 

prescribed by the state to 

10%. Industry in Serbia was 

obliged to collect and 

recycle 10% of the total 

amounts placed on the 

Serbian market. The Agency 

for Environmental Protection 

estimated that the total 

market was more than 

4 3 0 , 0 0 0  t o n n e s  o f 

packaging waste- which 

means that last year the state 

goal was to recycle 43,000 

tonnes of packaging waste. 

In 2011 Sekopak collected 

and delivered 22,500 tonnes 

of packaging material for 

recycling, which is more than 

half of the state-rescribed 

goal! 

With 286 clients placing their 

confidence in us these years, 

and reaching our target, we 

believe 2011 was a success.   

The industry is facing 

increasing quotas for the 

required return on the market 

and the recycling of 

packaging waste, and facing 

escalating penalties for 

failing.  In 2012 the overall 

goal is 16%, but specific 

minimum objectives for each 

i n d i v i d ua l  p a c kag i ng 

ma t e r i a l  ha ve  bee n 

introduced.  

Our clients assist in meeting 

these goals regardless of the 

material placed on the 

market. Already in 2011, 

Sekopak has tried to exceed 

prescribed national targets 

to prepare for the challenges 

we face.  We use this 

opportunity to thank all our 

customers for their support 

and all our partners. We 

continue together for a clean 

future. 

Rebeka Bozovic, Editor 

From the Editor : More than half  of  last year's recycled 
packaging waste came from Sekopak system. 

SEKOPAK NEWS 

Chart 1: Sekopak has collected 
more than half of the state-
prescribed national target in 
2011 
 -collected amounts of other 
operators together (grey) 
 - collected amounts of Sekopak 
(green) 

Chart 2 : Sekopak exceeded the 
national target for 2011 by 
3.9% 
- prescribed goal for 2011 is 
10% of the total licensed 
amounts (green)  

- Sekopak submitted on recycling 

3.9% more than the prescribed 

target (blue)  
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Stagnant residential recycling 

rates in the US have 

increased public sector and 

industry focus on this issue. 

Alcoa, with the assistance of 

other firms and groups, is 

taking action. Under the 

banner of Act ion to 

Accelerate Recycling, nearly 

80 corporate, trade group, 

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d 

gove rnmen ta l  l eade r s 

recently met for two days 

near Dallas to devise a plan 

to boost recycling rates 

across the USA by 20 

percentage points within 

three years (by 2015). 

A  S t e w a r d E d g e 

representative participated 

in the event and was 

impressed by the ambitious 

nature of the two-day 

agenda. She summarized the 

o v e r a l l  p h i l o s o p h y 

permeating the event as a 

clear desire not to get stuck 

on the details of how to 

measure progress, but rather 

to focus on accomplishing 

something ‘big’.  

E x t e n d e d  p r o d u c e r 

responsibility and mandatory 

container deposit systems 

were not included as options, 

given that it was considered 

unlikely these could be put in 

place within the three year 

timeframe.   

Participants have been asked 

to report back in 30 days to 

support the development of 

a master plan to achieve the 

over-arching goal.  

A number of highly creative 

ideas were raised at the 

meeting that, if implemented, 

would help to support the 

established goal.  Whether 

the energy and collaborative 

spirit can be sustained 

however, remains to be 

determined.   

New industry-led initiative sets ambitious target to push 
recycling forward in the United States 

THE NORTH AMERICAN CORNER 

WE VALUE YOUR INPUT !  
Please continue to share with us any comments or suggestions on how to improve this 
newsletter continuously. 

A story to share? Please send it to us and we will be happy to give it due consideration for 
an upcoming issue of the newsletter. More info at www.pro-e.org/or contact us at 
info@pro-europe.info 

http://www.pro-e.org/
mailto:info@pro-europe.info

